
143

Federal Trade Commission § 23.17

§ 23.12 Misuse of the words ‘‘flawless,’’
‘‘perfect,’’ etc.

(a) It is unfair or deceptive to use the
word ‘‘flawless’’ to describe any dia-
mond that discloses flaws, cracks, in-
clusions, carbon spots, clouds, internal
lasering, or other blemishes or imper-
fections of any sort when examined
under a corrected magnifier at 10-
power, with adequate illumination, by
a person skilled in diamond grading.

(b) It is unfair or deceptive to use the
word ‘‘perfect,’’ or any representation
of similar meaning, to describe any di-
amond unless the diamond meets the
definition of ‘‘flawless’’ and is not of
inferior color or make.

(c) It is unfair or deceptive to use the
words ‘‘flawless’’ or ‘‘perfect’’ to de-
scribe a ring or other article of jewelry
having a ‘‘flawless’’ or ‘‘perfect’’ prin-
cipal diamond or diamonds, and supple-
mentary stones that are not of such
quality, unless there is a disclosure
that the description applies only to the
principal diamond or diamonds.

§ 23.13 Disclosing existence of artifi-
cial coloring, infusing, etc.

If a diamond has been treated by ar-
tificial coloring, tinting, coating, irra-
diating, heating, by the use of nuclear
bombardment, or by the introduction
or the infusion of any foreign sub-
stance, it is unfair or deceptive not to
disclose that the diamond has been
treated and that the treatment is not
or may not be permanent.

§ 23.14 Misuse of the term ‘‘blue
white.’’

It is unfair or deceptive to use the
term ‘‘blue white’’ or any representa-
tion of similar meaning to describe any
diamond that under normal, north day-
light or its equivalent shows any color
or any trace of any color other than
blue or bluish.

§ 23.15 Misuse of the term ‘‘properly
cut,’’ etc.

It is unfair or deceptive to use the
terms ‘‘properly cut,’’ ‘‘proper cut,’’
‘‘modern cut,’’ or any representation of
similar meaning to describe any dia-
mond that is lopsided, or is so thick or
so thin in depth as to detract materi-
ally from the brilliance of the stone.

NOTE TO § 23.15: Stones that are commonly
called ‘‘fisheye’’ or ‘‘old mine’’ should not be
described as ‘‘properly cut,’’ ‘‘modern cut,’’
etc.

§ 23.16 Misuse of the words ‘‘brilliant’’
and ‘‘full cut.’’

It is unfair or deceptive to use the
unqualified expressions ‘‘brilliant,’’
‘‘brilliant cut,’’ or ‘‘full cut’’ to de-
scribe, identify, or refer to any dia-
mond except a round diamond that has
at least thirty-two (32) facets plus the
table above the girdle and at least
twenty-four (24) facets below.

NOTE TO § 23.16: Such terms should not be
applied to single or rose-cut diamonds. They
may be applied to emerald-(rectangular) cut,
pear-shaped, heart-shaped, oval-shaped, and
marquise-(pointed oval) cut diamonds meet-
ing the above-stated facet requirements
when, in immediate conjunction with the
term used, the form of the diamond is dis-
closed.

§ 23.17 Misrepresentation of weight
and ‘‘total weight.’’

(a) It is unfair or deceptive to mis-
represent the weight of a diamond.

(b) It is unfair or deceptive to use the
word ‘‘point’’ or any abbreviation in
any representation, advertising, mark-
ing, or labeling to describe the weight
of a diamond, unless the weight is also
stated as decimal parts of a carat (e.g.,
25 points or .25 carat).

NOTE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (B): A carat is a
standard unit of weight for a diamond and is
equivalent to 200 milligrams (1⁄5 gram). A
point is one one hundredth (1⁄100) of a carat.

(c) If diamond weight is stated as
decimal parts of a carat (e.g., .47
carat), the stated figure should be ac-
curate to the last decimal place. If dia-
mond weight is stated to only one deci-
mal place (e.g., .5 carat), the stated fig-
ure should be accurate to the second
decimal place (e.g., ‘‘.5 carat’’ could
represent a diamond weight between
.495–.504).

(d) If diamond weight is stated as
fractional parts of a carat, a conspicu-
ous disclosure of the fact that the dia-
mond weight is not exact should be
made in close proximity to the frac-
tional representation and a disclosure
of a reasonable range of weight for
each fraction (or the weight tolerance
being used) should also be made.
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